Smeringopina simplex Kraus, 1957
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Smeringopina simplex n. sp.
Taf. 24 Fig. 66-69; Taf. 25 Fig. 72.

d Beschreibung: Ceph wenig linger als breit. H des Clypeus 0-60
(= 3'/>facher Durchmesser der VS); der Clypeus schrig nach ventral-vorn
abfallend, leicht gewdlbt, glatt. Cheliceren (Fig.72) frontal-lateral mit gro-
fem, beilférmigem Fortsatz, der seinerseits in der Mitte der Dorsalkante ein
spitzes Horn tragt. Der nach ventral gebogene Teil dieses Lateralfortsatzes mit
3 groben, schwarzen Kegelzihnen in einer Reihe, auf der Fliche der Cheliceren
6 oder 7 weitere, derartige Zihne. Sternum breiter als lang (0-9:1-1).

Reihe der VA procurv, die untere Tangente der VS schneidet die VM wenig,
doch merklich oberhalb der Mitte. HA nur schwach recurv. VS<HS<HM= VM.
VM etwa um ihren halben Radius von sich selbst und ebenso weit von den VS
entfernt. Abstand der HM kaum kleiner als ihr Lingsmesser (0-16:0-17). Das

Fig.66-69. Smeringopina simplex n. sp.
66) Rechter Pedipalpus (3) von medial; 67) Epigyne von ventral; 68) von
links-lateral; 69) Abdomen von dorsal.

p. 239




p. 240

von den VM+HM gebildete Trapez kaum mefibar kiirzer als hinten breit
(0-50:0'51).

Beine: Lingenverhiltnis der Fe I:II:IV:III, Fe I 9'/2mal so lang wie der
Ceph.

Pedipalpen (Fig. 66): Fe, Pt und Ti besonders dick. Das Fe lateral-basal
auf der Fliche mit grobem, kegeligem Hocker; Pt und Ti ohne weitere Beson-
derheiten. Ta lateral in einen einfach zugespitzten, sichelartigen Abschnitt er-
weitert, der basal eine kleine Nebenspitze trigt. Der dicke Bulbus mit flach-
gedriickter, langer Apophyse.

Abd reichlich 31/2mal linger als breit.

Mafe: Ceph L 1:9; B 1-8. — Abd L 6:2; B 1-7. — Ges L 8:3. — Fe I 18:1;
IT 17-6; 111 10-2; IV 12-8.

A-Durchmesser: VM 0-17; VS 0-24; HM 0-17; HS 0:21. — Abstinde:
VM 0-04; VM-VS 0-04; HM C-16.

Firbung: Ceph bleich horngelb; die schwirzliche Medianbinde im Be-
reich der Thorakalfurche véllig eingeschniirt, nach vorn und hinten verbrei-
tert; breite Marginalbinden vorhanden. Clypeus jederseits in grofler Ausdeh-
nung grau bereift. Cheliceren bleich horngelb. Sternum und Labium grau-
schwarz bereift. Abd dorsal Fig. 69; ventral eine breite Medianbinde, die in
der vorderen Hilfte durch eine breite, helle Zone lingsgeteilt ist.

Q mit den allgemeinen Merkmalen des 3. Die Epigyne (Fig. 67-68) zeigt
eine vordere Platte, die in ihrer hinteren Hilfte und vor allem median schr
stark aufgewulstet ist; die Vulvendffnungen wie bei den anderen Arten jeder-
seits lateral-vorn am Rande dieser Platte gelegen

Material und Vorkommen: Kamerun: Esosung, Bakossi-Gebirge (13
Holotypus, 19 Paratypoid MH; 13 Paratypoid SMF 9815).

Fig.72.  Smeringopina simplex n. sp.
Ceph mit Cheliceren von lateral-vorn.
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Huber, B. A. 2013. Revision and cladistic analysis of the Guineo-Congolian spider genus
Smeringopina Kraus (Araneae, Pholcidae). Zootaxa 3713: 1-160.
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Smeringopina simplex Kraus, 1957
Figs. 15-16, 499-503, 521-522, 531, 587-602

Smeringopina simplex Kraus 1957: 237-240, figs. 66-69, 72.
Types. & holotype and 1719 paratypes from Cameroon, Bakossi Mountains [~4°49°N, 9°42°E], “Esong” or

“Esosung”, vend. 10.iii.1913 (C. Rithke), in ZMH (holotype, ¢ paratype) and SMF (7 paratype, 9815/1),
examined.
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Other material examined. CAMEROON: Southwest Region: Mt. Koupé above Nyasoso (4°49.6’N, 9°41.1°E),
~1600 m a.s.l., near ground, 22.-23.iv.2009 (B.A. Huber), 267199 (2 vials) in ZFMK (Ar 10277-78); same data,
1429 (2 vials) in pure ethanol, in ZFMK (Cam 93, 148); same locality, forest at 4°50°N, 9°41°E, 800-1200 m
a.s.l, 16.-19.ii.1992 (Griswold, Scharff, Wanzie, Larcher, Masongo), 2% 10 juvs. in USNM.

Diagnosis. Distinguished from similar congeners (large species with long abdomen, cone-shaped modified
hairs on male chelicerae, simple unbranched procursus) by shape of pointed procursus (with distinctive pointed
process ventrally; Figs. 587-588), shapes of male cheliceral apophyses (Fig. 589; similar to S. bwiti but distal
apophyses directed more downwards), and anterior epigynal plate strongly protruding and weakly sclerotized in
posterior half (Figs. 521-522; similar S. bioko).

Male (Mt. Koupé). Total body length 8.0, carapace width 2.0. Leg 1: 81.1 (18.9 + 0.8 + 18.5 + 39.3 + 3.6). tibia
2:13.2, tibia 3: 9.5, tibia 4: 12.3; tibia | L/d: 91. Distance PME-PME 240 pm, diameter PME 185 pum, distance
PME-ALE 90 pm, distance AME-AME 35 pm, diameter AME 180 um. Carapace ochre-orange with brown mark
posteriorly and brown lateral margins; ocular area posteriorly brown, clypeus with pair of brown marks at rim,
sternum dark brown; legs ochre-yellow, slightly darker rings subdistally on femora and tibiae and in patella area,
tips of femora and tibiae whitish; abdomen ochre-gray with distinct black pattern dorsally. laterally, and ventrally.
Habitus as in Figs. 499-500, ocular area slightly elevated, secondary eyes with distinct ‘pseudo-lenses’ (Fig. 593);
clypeus unmodified except longer than usual hairs; deep thoracic pit and pair of shallow furrows diverging behind
pit. Chelicerae as in Fig. 589, with lateral proximal apophyses and distal apophyses; distal apophyses and frontal
cheliceral face provided with several modified (cone-shaped) hairs (Figs. 594-595). Palps as in Figs. 501-503,
596, 599; coxa unmodified; trochanter with ventral apophysis; femur proximally with ventral sclerotized ridge but
without pocket, with small retrolateral apophysis, without prolateral modification; prolateral femur-patella joint
shifted toward ventrally (though not extremely): tarsus with some stronger hairs dorsally (Fig. 597); procursus with
very indistinct hinge between proximal and distal part, with pointed sclerotized tip and small pointed process
ventrally (Figs. 587-588); bulb with widened but weakly sclerotized proximal part of embolus (Fig. 590). Legs
without spines and curved hairs, with few vertical hairs (many hairs missing), retrolateral trichobothrium on tibia 1
t 1.5%; prolateral trichobothrium present on all tibiae; pseudosegments barely visible. ALS with seven spigots
each (Fig. 600). Gonopore with two epiandrous spigots (Fig. 598).

Variation. Tibia 1 in 16 other males from Mt. Koupé: 14.0-17.6 (mean 16.2). The male types are very
bleached, legs partly broken or missing, right palp of holotype detached; tibia | in holotype: 16.7, missing in
paratype.

Female. In general similar to male; clypeus with shorter hairs and variably dark. Tibia 1 in 18 females: 10.5
13.3 (mean 12.4). Epigynum with roughly triangular anterior plate, in posterior half strongly protruding and
weakly sclerotized (Figs. 521-522, 602), often with one or two scars in membranous posterior area (Fig. 521), with
large posterior plate; internal genitalia as in Figs. 531 and 592. The female paratype is in fair condition; tibia 1
missing.

Natural history. On Mt. Koupé, this species was found to be common in the well preserved forest, mainly
among tree buttresses and rocks along a brook, but sometimes even among vegetation. The usual dome-shaped
webs were often shared with small nematocerous flies.

Most females (15 of 20) had one or two scars in the membranous part of the anterior genital plate. This might
be related to the pointed process ventrally on the procursus and might thus constitute a case of copulatory genital
damage. There seems to be a tendency for scars to occur in larger females (but note) small sample size.

Distribution. Known from two localities (type locality and very nearby locality) in southwestern Cameroon
(Fig. 468).



15-16. 8. simplex, female with eggsac and juveniles (M,
Koupé, Cameroon).
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FIGURES 499-508. Smeringopina simplex Kraus (499-503) 499-500, 504-505. Males, dorsal
and ventral views. 501-503, 506—508. Left male palps, prolateral, dorsal, and retrolateral views.



521-322. 8 simplex Kraus.
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531. 8. simplex Kraus.
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FIGURES 587-592. Smeringopina simplex Kraus. 587-588. Left procursus, prolateral and retrolateral views. 589. Male
chelicerae, frontal view. 590. Left embolus, prolateral view. 591. Epigynum, ventral view. 592. Cleared female genitalia, dorsal
view. Scale lines: 0.5.



FIGURES 593-602. Smeringopina simplex Kraus. 593. Female ocular area with ‘pseudo-lenses’ (arrows), dorsal view. 594.
Right male cheliceral apophysis. 595. Modified hair on male chelicerae. 596. Right palp, dorsal view. 597. Macrotrichia and
tarsal organ on right male palp. 598. Male gonopore. 599. Right palp, retrolatero-dorsal view. 600. Male ALS. 601. Female
ALS. 602. Epigynum, ventral view. Abbreviations: b: bulb; e: embolus; fe: femur; pr: procursus; tr: trochanter. Scale lines: 6
pm (595), 20 um (600, 601), 60 pm (594, 597), 100 pm (598), 200 pm (593, 596, 599), 300 um (602).



